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SUBJECT : BANGLADESH LAW ON MARIJUANA 

REF : A) STATE 57055; B ) DACCA 1567; C) ISLAMABAD 2865 

1 . FORMER BANGLADESH ATTORNEY GENERAL SYED ISHTIAQ AHMED HAS 
PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON BANGLADESH 
LAW PERTAINING TO POSSESSION AND TRAFFICKING IN MARIJUANA. 

2. REFTEL (B) STATED (ON BASIS OF INFORMATION FROM ANOTHER 
SENIOR LAWYER) THAT CANNABIS DRUGS WERE NOT REPEAT NOT 
COVERED UNDER ACT II OF 1930 (CENTRAL LEGISLATURE), DES- 
CRIBED AS THE "DANGEROUS DRUGS ACT OF 1930". (THE ACT AS 
IT APPLIED TO PAKISTAN IS CONTAINED IN VOLUME VIII, PAKIS- 
TAN CODES, AS MODIFIED UP TO MAY 15, 1966.) THIS IS ONLY 
PARTIALLY CORRECT. SECTION 2 OF THE ACT REFERS, INTER ALIA, 

TO "COCA DERIVATIVE", "HEMP" (CANNABIS SATIVA L.), AND 
"OPIUM DERIVATIVE" AND DESCRIBES, IN SUB-SECTION (H) A 
"DANGEROUS DRUG" AS "COCA LEAF, HEMP AND OPIUM. AND ALL 
MANUFACTURED DRUGS". LOCAL NAMES FOR HEMP ARE GIVEN AS 
"BHANG, SIDDHI OR GANJA". 
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3. HOWEVER, CHAPTER II (PROHIBITION AND CONTROL) AND CHAPTER 
III (OFFENSES AND PENALTIES) REFER ONLY TO COCA AND OPIUM 
AND THEIR DERIVATIVES, AND DO NOT MENTION CANNABIS. AHMED 
POINTS OUT THAT WHILE THE ACT DESCRIBES CANNABIS AS A "DAN- 
GEROUS DRUG" IT IS SILENT ON OFFENSES AND PENALTIES FORNI 
POSS 
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ESSION AND TRAFFICKING IN THIS DRUG. THE 1975 AMEND- 
MENT IN PAKISTAN (REFTEL C) OF COURSE DOES NOT APPLY TO 
BANGLADESH AS IT WAS PASSED AFTER THE SEPARATION OF THE 
EASTERN WING. BANGLADESH ITSELF HAS NOT AMENDED THE 
1930 ACT. 

4. ALSO APPLICABLE HERE IS BENGAL ACT V OF 1909, THE BENGAL 
EXCISE ACT (EXTENDED TO SYLHET IN 1950).IT PERTAINS. INTER 
ALIA, TO "INTOXICATING DRUGS" WHICH INCLUDES CANNABIS AND 
ITS MANUFACTURED FORMS (E.G. CHARAS). THE ACT PROHIBITS 
CULTIVATION, COLLECTION, MANUFACTURE, (SECTION 13), POSSE- 
SSION (SECTION 18) OR SALE (SECTION 20) EXCEPT UNDER RULES 
PRESCRIBED BY THE GOVERNMENT. MAXIMUM PENALTY (SECTION 46) 

FOR VIOLATION IS SIX MONTHS IMPRISONMENT, A FINE OF ONE 
THOUSAND RUPEES (READ NOW "TAKA") OR BOTH. 

5. HOWEVER, AHMAD AGREED WITH OUR EARLIER SOURCES THAT ARRESTS 
ARE NOT MADE AND LAWS ARE NOT REGOROUSLY ENFORCED. 
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